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WHAT IS A LEMUR?
A lemur is a type of animal called a primate. Primates are in 

the group of animals that includes apes, monkeys, lemurs 

and even humans! 

There are over 101 different types of lemurs and they are 

only found in Madagascar – no where else in the world! 

People from all around the world come to Madagascar just 

to see the lemurs.

  

Inogne ty gidro?
Ty gidro le karazam-biby sokajiegne agnate’ty “primate” (raha 

managn’aigne managne ratsan-tagnagne dime le ty tondrobei’e 

misokake mifanohetse ami’ty ratsan-

tagna’e 4 sisa). Ty “primates” 

le fiharoa i ty rajako, gidro le 

ty ndaty ka.

101 ty karazan-

gidro misy, le tsy 

hita iareo naho tsy a 

Madagasikara eto agne 

avao – tsy hita ami’ty 

tane hafa!

Magnavelo a 

Madagasikara 

eto ty kila 

ndaty ami’ty 

tane toy le 

ty hivazoho o 

gidroo avao.

Manoa saresare karazan-gindro maromaro fantao
Draw some differernt kinds of lemurs that you know.

Brown Lemur
Varike
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lemurs are like people in many ways. One way they are 

similar is how they carry their babies on their backs just 

like people do.   These moms are feeding their babies with 

their breast milk.   

Lemurs are Primates. So are people!

Ty gidro le mitovy ami’ty ndaty 

ami’ty ankapobei’e. Lafi’e raike 

itovia’e ami’ty ndaty ty fomba 

fiababea’e ty ana’e an-dambosi’ao. 

Etoagne zao ty fanagnan-drene 

raike toy le mampinono ty ana’e 

amity fatroa’e.

Ty gidro le “primates”. A ty ndaty!

Sifake 
rene-nianake

Verreaux’s 
Sifaka

This mama lemur is feeding her baby with milk just like women in your 
community feed their babies.

Ty gidro rene’e toy zao le mampinono ty ana’e manahake ty roakemba mampinono ty ana’e 
ami’ty fiarahamoigne misy azo.

Brown Lemur
Varike
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Where do lemurs live?

Lemurs only live on the island of Madagascar. This is just 

one reason why Madagascar is so special and is known 

around the world as a great place to see wild animals. 

Another thing that makes Madagascar special is that 

there are many many different and unique “biogeographic 

regions” - Biogeographic means certain plants and 

animals live in a particular place. The common names 

for the biogeographic regions in Madagascar are the: 

“Eastern Rain Forest Region”, the “Western Dry Forest 

Region”, and the “Southern Spiny Forest”. Each of these 

regions is very different, and the lemurs that live in these 

areas are also very different. This book focuses on the 

lemurs who live in the Southern Spiny Forest. 

Aia ty ahitagne gidro?
Agnate’ty Nose i Madagasikara avao ro misy gidro. Ara izay ro ma-

havy i Madagasikara miavake sady fantatse ombeombeo kila tane 

fa toeragne fanjaka ahitagne biby miaigne agnate ala. Anto’e raike 

mampiavake i Madagasikara ty fanagna’e “karazanam-paritse man-

agne toe-tane voanjagnahare” maro sady tokagne – Mirehake ty 

atao ty hoe ke te “toe-tane voanjagnahare” tika naho mirehake ty 

biby naho ty raha mitiry raike, le miaigne agnate’ty toeragne mia-

vake toy ato. Ty agnara’o “faritse managne toe-tane voanjagnahare” 

a Madagasikara etoa gneo le : “Faritse ala legne antignanagne”, 

“Faritse ala maike Ahandrefagne”, le ty “Ala fatihagne Atimo”. O 

faritse tsikiraidraikeo le sambe hafa iaby, le ty gidro mipetrake ao le 

sambe hafa ka. Ty boke toy le mirehake manokagne ty gidro mipe-

trake ami’ty ala fatihegne atsimo’i Madagasikara agne.

Makigne agnate’ty ala fatihegne
Ringtail lemur in the spiny forest

Sifake
Verreaux’s Sifaka
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Where do lemurs live?

Lemurs need trees to survive. Even lemurs that spend most 

of their time on the ground (terrestrial) still need trees to 

sleep in at night. This means that if you cut down a tree, 

you may be taking away a lemur family’s home. Of course, 

most people need wood to make fires to cook food. But as we 

will learn later in this book, there may be ways to cut down 

fewer trees or grow fast growing trees like eucalyptus just 

for using for cooking wood.

Mipetrake aia ty gidro?
Mipay ala ty gidro mba hiveloma’e. Milaly ami’ty tane reke mateteke fe 

paia’e avao ty fisia ty hatae mba hiroroa’e naho halegne. Magnambara 

zay fa naho manampake ala rehe le manao raty ty fiaigna’ty karazan-

gidro raike. Maregne fa ty ankamaroa’ty ndaty le mipay hatae 

handrahoagne mahakama. Fe arake ty voasoratse ami’ty boke toy 

ato le ty hianarantika ao afarafara ao mete hisy hevetse hampiasagne 

hatae hahandroagne mahakama fe tsy ty hanimba fire ty toeragne 

misy ty gidro toy, ohatse ami’izay ty famboleagne ty kininy miharo ty 

fampiasagne aze naho hahandro mahakama.

Manoa sare ala ze hita’o fa ipetraha’ty gidro.
Draw some forests where you would see lemurs living.

Verreaux’s Sifaka
Sifake rene-nianake
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Indri indri

Lemurs can be very small or very large

Did you know that lemurs can be very small like the pygmy 

mouse lemur (30 grams – like a banana) to the very big Indri 

(10 Kilogram – like a small dog). A long time ago there were 

lemurs that were as big as a person! Sadly they were all 

hunted and are extinct (there will never be another one in 

the world).

Fanta’areo vao fa ty habey ty gidro le mete ho miomioe manahake 

ty pondike (30 grama – manahake o akondro) le mete ho jabajaba 

manahake ty babakoto folo’ay (10 Kilograma – manahake o 

anak’amboa)? Haehae fahazaragne ela bey taolo agne le fa nisy gidro 

mitovy habey ami’ty ndaty: Fe mahaferenaigne fa iareo io le tsinepa’ty 

ndaty fara’e lany aby amizao (Tsy misy  mitovy ama’e sasa ty ambone 

tane eto amizao).

Pondike

Ty habey ty gidro le mete ho 
miomioe le mete ho jabajaba

Babakoto
Mouse lemur



13

What do Lemurs eat?

Does a lemur eat rice or beans like you and me? No, of course 

not! A lemur eats leaves, flowers, bamboo, nectar, fruits, 

insects and sometimes even small animals such as lizards. 

Sometimes lemurs come into town and steal food from 

people. The people may have carefully grown a vegetable like 

sweet potatoes and stored them in their house or front 

yard. The lemurs don’t care who owns the vegetables and 

come to steal them. 

Sometimes tourists come 

to visit and don’t 

know that lemurs 

are smart at 

stealing food. 

The tourist 

may leave 

his window 

open and the 

lemurs will climb 

right inside and 

steal all the tourist’s fruit! It is NOT a 

good idea to feed the lemurs; they can get 

sick or in trouble with people in the village.

Ino ty raha hane’ty gidro?
Mihinagne tsaramaso na vare manahake antikagne avao ka vao ty gidro? 

Mazava ho aze fa aha’a ty vale’e! Ty raven-katae, vognen-katae, volo 

bararata, nectar, voankazo, biby madineke le kindraike ty biby hafa 

manahake o rosoo ty hane’e. 

Kindraindraike ty gidro le avy an-tanagne le mangalatse ty mahakama 

o ndaty. Ty ndaty le mety mambole bageda le manao aze an-driha na 

mangatreke ty trano’e. Tsy anagna iareo asa na an’ia na an’ia o voleo fa 

ty mangalake naho mangalatse aze ro hai’e. Mateteke anefa o vazaha 

mpitilikeo, avy tsy mahafantatse fa malama loha naho mangalatse 

hanegne ty gidro le magnenga ty varavarankeli’e midagnadagna avao, 

fara’e militse ao i gidro rey mangalake i hane’iareoy manahake’ty 

voankazo ! Tsy soa sady tsy toko’e hatao mihintsy ty magnomey hanegne 

ty gidro satria mete hamparare aze zay le mete hampisy olagne ama’e 

naho ty ndaty mipetrake an-tanàgneo ka. 

Mamboara saresare hanegne fa nihita’o nihane’ty gidro.
Draw some other kinds of foods that you have seen lemurs eat.

Brown Lemur
Varike
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lemurs use their noses to tell a lot about the other animals, 

plants and things around them. Lemurs can smell scents that 

we can not smell. They have a behaviour called scent marking 

– they rub their scent glands (near their tail) on an object like 

a tree branch, leaving their scent behind. Some lemurs even 

leave their scent on their partner’s head! Other lemurs can 

smell that scent mark and know the identity of who left it. 

I bet your nose can’t do that!

Lemurs have super noses!

Ringtail lemurs throw their scent at each 

other in a fight by waving their tail at 

their opponent.

Ringtail Lemurs

Ami’ty alala’ty orogne ro amantara’ty gidro ty biby hafa, ty raha-mitiry 

naho ty raha magnodidigne aze. Ty gidro le maharendreke ty fofogne ze 

tsy tsapa o ndaty. Managne fomba atao rehafegne manao ty hoe ke te 

magnenga fofogne zay reke avy eo amizay afo’e ami’ty hatae na ze raha 

hita’e i “glande” ama’ey mba hametraha’e i fofogney (ohatse amizay ty 

makigne). Misy makign’aza mateteke ami’ty loha’ty nama’ey mihintsy ro 

ametraha’e o fofogneo! Le o nama’eo maharey o fofogneo mahafantatse 

te ia ty nametrake aze teo. Azoko antoke fa tsy afake manao hoe zay ty 

oro’o!

Mahay mamofona tsara ny gidro!

Ny maky dia mandefa fofona ihany koa avy ao 
amin’ny filahiany amin’ny alalan’ny fampiakarany ny
rambony miaro ny namany rah misy miady iny izy ireo. Makigne

This female is 

leaving her scent on 

the tree for other 

lemurs to find and 

know she was there.

Ty vave’e raike toy 
zao le magnenga ty 
fofo’d ami’ty hatae 
hoe ty gidro hafa 
mba hahitagne naho 
hahafantaragne fa teo 
reke.
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Many lemurs have trouble keeping warm when it is cold 

outside or staying cool when it is hot. So they do many 

things to keep comfortable. Many lemurs use their warm 

fluffy tails to wrap around themselves to stay warm. Other 

lemurs like to huddle up in groups to stay warm. Ring-tailed 

lemurs, like the ones that live in Southern Madagascar, 

like to bask in the sun. As soon as the sun is warm in the 

morning the lemurs will come out and sit with their arms 

out in a sunny spot to soak up the sun’s rays.

Lemurs cuddle and huddle Mifanosetoseke naho mifamihigne ty gidro

Ty fangala’e hafanagne ami’ty andro manintsy naho ty fitana’ty 

Vata’e tsitsigne ami’ty andro mafana le tena olagne bey ami’ty gidro. 

Ara naho izay areke le manao raha maro iareo mba hahazoa’iareo 

aigne soa. Misy amo karazan-gidroo ty manakogne ty vata’e ami’ty 

ohi’e mba hahazoa’e hafanagne. Ty ila’e ka le mifanosetoseke mba 

hitana’e hafanagne. Manahake ty makigne hita ami’ty faritse atimo 

i Madagasikara zao le tena tea mitanign’andro. Naho miboaka ty 

masoandro maraindray le fa mipetrake reke sady mampiakatse ty 

tanagna’e ambone mba hahazoa’e ty anjara masoandro’e.

Ringtail Lemurs
Makigne
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A fun fact about lemurs is that in most lemur communities 

the ladies (females) are in charge of the group and family. 

The adult females will eat up all the food they want before 

the guys (males) get to eat, and then the guys can eat the 

leftovers. If a male tries to eat too soon the female will 

lunge at or bite the male. 

Lemurs ladies are in charge

Black and White Ruffed Lemurs

Tygidrovave’e ro loham-pianakaviagne 

Ty tena mahalatsa ami’ty fiaigna’ty gidro le ty vave’e ro loha’ty tarike 

naho ty fianakaviagne ami’ty ankamaroa’e. Ty renem-pianakaviagne 

ro mihinan-kanegne aloha’ty raem-pianakaviagne na ty lahi’e hafa 

agnate i tarike raike’iy ao, naho fa avy nihinagne ty vave’e izay vaho 

afake mihinagne aby ty sisa le ty lahi’e. Naho misy gidro lahi’e 

magnandrakandragne hihinagne aloha’ty vave’e le avy le mahazo jera 

amo gidro vave’e reo.

 

Vary
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What is lemur family life like?

There are more than 101 different types of lemurs and 

nearly that many different types of lemur families! 

However, there are some general rules about lemur family 

life. 

Family relationships are very important to lemurs. They 

can recognize who is related to them and who is not. In 

ring-tailed lemur groups the girls stay in the group when 

they grow up and they know who are their daughters 

and sisters. but when the boys grow up they leave their 

community and make a new family. If you are not part of 

the family you will not be treated as well as family members. 

If there is a fight in a ring-tailed lemur group the females 

of one family may kick the other females out of the group 

completely! 

Manao akore vaho akore ty 
fiaignam-pilongoa’ty gidro?

Mihoatse ty 101 ty karazan-gidro misy agnate’ty filongoa’ty gidro 

maro isakaraza’e. Fe le misy lalàgne momba ty fiaigna’ty gidro 

ami’ty akapobei’e.

 

Ty fifandraesagne ami’ty filongoagne le tena managne lanja’e ami’ty 

gidro. Hay iareo soa ty magnavake ty tarike raike ami’iareo. Naho ty 

fiaigna’ty makigne manokagne ro rehafegne le hita fa agnate’ty 

tarike raike ty vavee sady mijanogne ao avao ndre te le fa bey aza le 

hai’e soa ty magnavake ty ana’e vave’e naho ty rahavave’e. 

Ty lahi’e ka le magnenga ty longo’e mate sady manangagne ty ho 

longo’e vaovao na mifindra ho longo’ty hafa mihintsy aza. Naho 

ohatse iraeo magnorike ty tsy longo’iareo le tsy mitovy ty findesa’i 

fa mpilongo ela zoe’iareo aoy iareo. 

Naho sendra misy ty aly ami’ty tarike 

roa sambe hafa, ty makigne vave’e 

ami’iy tarike raikey ao ro mandroake 

ty makigne vave’e ami’iy tarike ilaey 

ao mba hiala tanterake ty tarike 

misy aze.

 

Southern lesser bamboo lemur
Gidrom-bolo agne ami’ty faritse ahandrefagne

Brown Lemur
Varike
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Lemurs are disappearing. What do they need?

Every lemur in Madagascar, from the pygmy mouse lemur 

to the Indri are threatened with extinction (endangered). 

Why? There are many reasons but a big one is because 

their habitat (where an animal lives) is being destroyed by 

cutting down and burning trees. Another reason is because 

many people like to keep lemurs as pets, so they are quickly 

disappearing from the forests of Madagascar and could be 

gone from earth forever.

Ty kila gidro a Madagasikara eto, manomboke ami’ty pondike le 

hatrak’ami’ty babakoto, le atahoragne ho lany tariratse (taragnen-

doza). Nagnino? Maro ty anto’e fa ty anto’e goavagne le satria ty 

fipetraha’e (ze misy biby velogne) le rava ty fanimbagne naho ty 

fagnoroagne ala. Ty anto’e raike hafa ka le satria maro ty ndaty te 

hihare manahake ty biby hare, noho izay le malaky ty tsy fahitagne 

popoke avy amo ala a Madagasikara agneo iareo, sady le mete hiala 

tsy hohita ami’ty tane toy sasa aza.

lepilemur

Mihatsiampe ty gidro. Ino ty paie’e?

Pondike
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 Magnino ty gidro ye arovantikagneo?

 Azo ambara fa mpambole ty gidro i Madagasikara! Mamaky ty 

vognenkatae, magnaparitake voa, sady mifehe ty isa’ty bibimilaly 

iareo. Naho tsy misy ty gidro le mete tsy hisy ka ty voankatae masake 

isan-karaza’e a Madagasikara eto.

Maro ty ndaty kila ty tane toy avy mitili-tane a Madagasikara eto mba 

hagnente o gidroo (fitilihan-tane biolojike). Midika zay fa miditse ty 

vola sady mitombo ty ariary ami’ty tsikiraidraike satria o mpitili-tane 

reo le mivily hanegne, mifindrafindra toeragne sady mipay toeragne 

hipetrahagne manahake ty lotely. Mipay mpitarike « guide » avao ka 

iareo mba hanoro iareo ty raha mitiry naho ty biby miaigne agnate ala.

Guide 

Mpitarike

What is the guide showing these visitors?

Inogne atoro’o mpitarikeo o mpitilike reoo? 

Why should we protect lemurs?

Lemurs are Madagascar’s gardeners! They pollinate flowers, 

disperse seeds, and control insect populations. Without lemurs, 

Madagascar might not be able to grow all of their food crops.

People travel around the world to visit Madagascar just to 

see the lemurs (ecotourism). That means there are more Ariary 

for everyone because tourists buy food, need transportation 

and a place to 

stay, and need 

guides that 

know about 

the animals 

and plants in 

the forest. 
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How can i help the lemurs?

Energy Efficient and Solar stoves

There is a Swiss-Madagascar organization called ADES (Association pour 

le Développement de l’Energy Solaire) that creates energy efficient and 

solar stoves. The stoves are so good at saving energy that you only have 

to use half as much wood or charcoal! This means saving time because 

you don’t have to gather as much firewood. Another bonus is that the 

stoves produce much less smoke than regular stoves, so you don’t have 

to breath in smoky air at home. But the stoves don’t just help people. 

Lemurs like the stoves too because it means that fewer of 

their tree homes are being cut down. 

Inogne ty tokoe hataoko mba 
hagnampeako ty gidro?

Fatana mandeha ami’ty heri masoandro sady mitsitsy

Misy fikambanagne raike zay iaraha i Madagasikara naho i Swisse 

miasa atao ty hoe ke te ADES (Association pour le Développement 

de l’Energy Solaire) zay, ara io le namorogne ty fatagne mandeha 

ami’ty heri’ty masoandro sady mitsitsy. I fantagne tena mitsitsiy satria 

antsasa’ty hatae na ty saribo ampiasaeo isan’andro le fa mahavita! 

Midika ka zay fa tsy le lany fotoagne ami’ty fampiasagne

aze rehe satria tsy le mila mangalake hatae maro. Tombo’e raike 

amo fantagneo ka ty tsy famoahagne setroka be loatse manahake 

o fantagne fampiasa isan’andro, naho izay reke tsy le mitioke tioke 

misy setroke firy an-tragno ao. Tsy ty ndaty avao ro ampeao fatagneo 

fa ndra ty gidro avao ka.

Noho o anto’e reo le

tena tea’ty gidro reke              	 					      

satria mampihegne 

ty fanampahagne

ty hatae 

ipetraha’e.

http://www.adesolaire.org/

Plant trees!

Fambolean-katae!
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How can i help the lemurs?

Lemurs as Pets

A pet lemur is any lemur that has been illegally taken from 

its natural habitat or that relies on humans for food (www.

petlemur.com).  It is against the laws of Madagascar to take 

lemurs out of the forest and keep them as a pet.

 

What are some reasons why lemurs are not good to be kept 

as pets? 

A) they may bite you and your family 

B) you will have to feed the lemur and you may not know 

the exact best food to feed them 

C) the lemur could be harmed by someone because it is 

living out of the forest 

D) sometimes lemurs carry diseases that could make you 

sick or you could 

make the lemur 

sick 

E) Finally, when 

you take a lemur 

out of the forest, 

you are taking 

it away from its 

friends and family.

Inogne ty tokoe hataoko 
hagnampeako ty gidro?

Ty gidro manahake ty biby hare 

 Ty gidro tezaegne an-tragno le nalaegne agne ami’ty toeragne 

nipetraha’e voaloha’e (agnala) na ka iareo ze miankin-doha 

ami’ty ndaty naho hihinagne (www.petlemur.com). Rara’ty lalàgne 

(fanjakagne) à Madagasikara etoa ty fihareagne gidro an-tragno.

Mirehafa àreke antoe tsiampeampe tsy azo itezagne ty gidro an- 

tragno ao !

(A)  Mete hamono azo naho ty longo’o ty gidro

(B)  Tsy maintsy hagnomey hanegne aze rehe nefa tsy fanta’o soa ty 

tena hanegne mete ama’e

(C)  Mete ho voafere ty ndaty ty gidro satria reke tsy mipetrake 

agnate ala agne.

(D)  Kindraindraike ty gidro le minday aretegne ka le mahavy antika 

na o gidro nama’e

hafa reo harare

(E)  Le ty farae toy, 

naho mangalake 

gidro raike agate ala 

ao rehe le  fantàro

fa magnalavitse aze 

ami’ty nama’e naho 

ty longo’e.

Southern lesser bamboo lemur
Ala ambane agne ami’ty faritse Atimo 
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How can i help the lemurs?

Be a Lemur Ambassador

Now that you know so much about lemurs you can 

tell other people in your family and community what 

you know! You know that lemurs should be respected 

as interesting and social animals. If you are travelling 

through the lemur’s home (the forest) show your respect 

by not throwing rocks or harming the lemur in any way. 

Don’t feed a wild lemur. If the lemur comes into your home 

(your village) keep careful watch over your food so that 

the lemurs aren’t tempted to steal it. If lemurs eat human 

food they may get sick. They also might make a habit of 

eating your food and come back every day, becoming a 

nuisance. You can learn a lot about lemurs by watching 

them from a respectful distance and taking notes on their 

behaviour. This is what scientists from all over the world 

come to Madagascar to do! 

Draw a picture on page 32 and create a story 

about the lemurs that you have seen.

Inogne ty ataoko mba 
hagnampeako ty gidro?

Metea ho ambasadaoro’ty gidro

 Ara satria fa mahafantatse ty miomba ty gidro rehe le mba 

ampahafantaro ka ty magnodidigne azo naho le ty longo’o ka zay! 

Ataoko fa fatantika fa toko’e ho hajaegne no sady harovagne ty gidro 

satria biby manondregne sady mahay miaramonigne. Naho ohatse 

rehe sendra mandriogne ami’ty toeragne ipetraha’ty gidro (Ala) 

le ataovo faly ty mitorake vato na ty magnafere aze. Ko omeagne 

hanegne ty gidro miaigne agnate ala. Naho avy an-tragno’o ao 

(na ami’ty toeram-ponegnagne misy azo) iareo le tandremo ty 

magnenga hanegne ami’ty magnodidigney mba tsy hahavoasarike 

aze hangalatse zay. Mete hamparare ty gidro ty fihinana’e ty hane 

ondaty. O gidro reo le mete ho zatse mihinagne ty hane’o an-trano 

ao le hanagne fahazaragne hiherenkeregne isan’andro, ka le hiterake 

olagne ho azo zay. Naho te handalegne soa ty miomba aze rehe naho 

ty fombafomba’e le afake magnarake aze (somary lavidavitse fa tsy 

marine aze loatse) naho mandrae note ty fomba fiaigna’e. Fa toe te 

izay ro atao’o siantifike magneran-tane mandalegne manokagne ty 

miomba ty gidro avy amantikagne eto!

Manoa areke saresare ami’i pejy faha 32 ao agnate ty boke fanoratse 

toy ato le mamorogna tantara kedekede miomba ty gidro ze fa 

nihita’o.
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Tell a story /  Mitantarà tantara raike
Write a story about lemurs! 

 Manorata tantara raike miomba ty gidro!

Faces! Can you match the lemur?
O tareheo! Afake manao saresare 

Tarehen-gidro vao rehe?

Look carefully at the faces and draw a line from the face to the 
correct species.

Henteo soa ty tarehe retoa sady manaova tsipike lava avy ami’i ze tariratse 
mifagnarake hampiafandrae ty tarehe’e.

Ringtail Lemur
Makigne

Brown Lemur
Varike

Sifaka Lemur
Sifake  

Sportive Lemur
Koitrike
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Can I become a scientist and study lemurs?

Yes! If you are curious about the world and want to learn 

all you can, are willing to study hard but also have fun, 

then you, too, can be a primatologist (person that studies 

primates)! You can make careful observations and notes 

with simply your eyes and a notebook, and help to protect 

the lemurs by teaching others what you’ve learned about 

them and ways to protect them. Write a letter to a lemur 

scientist – ask 

your teacher to 

help you find 

out how to 

contact them. 

Become a lemur 

ambassador in 

your village!

You can stay in 

school and go 

to university to 

learn more ways 

to understand 

the lemurs and 

help others to 

understand and 

protect them.

Mete ho lasa siantifike vao raho le 
handalegne manokagne ty miomba ty gidro?

 Mazava ho aze fa eka ty vale’e! Naho tea karokaroke rehe ami’ty 

sehatse magneran-tane ka te-hianatse naho managne fandavan- tegna 

hianatse mafe nefa ka mba hahazo fahafinaretagne mandritse izay le 

mete ho lasa “primatologue” (o ndaty mandalegne manokagne ty 

miomba ty « primates »)! Noho izay le mete hahita fagnamarihagne 

ami’ty fomba fiaigna o gidro reo rehe le afake magnamparitake naho 

mampianatse izay ami’ty hafa mba hiarovagne soa iareo.

Manoràta taratasy ami’ty “primatologue” agne (mpandalegne 

manokagne ty primate) raike – Mametràha fagnontaneagne ami’ty 

mpagnanatse azo ty fomba hifandraesagne ami’iareo! Mianàra soa ami’i 

rehe mbe ami’ty lakilasy ambane atoy io mba ho avy tsy ho ela ami’ty 

veresete le afake handalegne manokagne ty gidro le hagnampe ty hafa 

hahay ty miomba ty gidro naho hiaro aze tsy ho fongagne rehe.

Ataovo ty sare’o magnete gidro agnate ala!
Draw yourself watching lemurs!

scientists studying lemurs
Siantifike mianatse miomba ty gidro
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fun facts about lemurs

Q: How many tongues does a lemur have?
A: They have two! They have their main tongue used for 

eating. Underneath that is a second, stiff tongue used for 

grooming.

Q: What is the smallest lemur?
A: The mouse lemur — about the weight of a banana. Even 

though the mouse lemur is very small, they have very large 

eyes to see in the dark. There are over 25 types (species) of 

mouse lemurs in Madagascar

Q: What lemur is making that weird sound?
A: If you are in NW Madagascar, you might hear a creaky 

sound – that is a Sanford’s lemur! If you are in Eastern 

Madagascar you might hear a high pitched woo-woo – that 

is the Indri!

Q: Are aye aye lemurs evil or harmful to people?
A: Aye aye lemurs look really strange with their big ears 

and long fingers, but they use those things to find their 

food and don’t harm people. In fact, they are helpful 

because they eat insects that could hurt your crops!

Q: Why do Ring-tailed lemurs have big fluffy tails?
A: One reason is so that they can talk (communicate) with 

their tails. The males rub their scent on their tails and 

wave it at enemy males in stink fights. The males also wave 

their tails at females that they like during stink flirting. 

Another reason for the fluffy tails is to help them keep 

warm in cold weather.

Raha maha latsa miomba’ty gidro

Q: Managne lela firy ty gidro?
A:  Managne lela roe ty gidro! Managne ty lela voaloha’e reke le 
ihinana’e. Ambane’eo ka ro misy i lela’e faharoey i henjagne naho 
ampiasae’e naho fa misasay.

Q: Ia ty gidro kedekedeke vata’e?
A: Ty pondike — Mitovy habey ami’ty akondro
     Ty raha-misy: ndre te miomio’e aza ty pondike le managne maso 		
          jabajaba hagnampe aze ami’ty fahitagne ami’ty halegne. 
     Ty raha-misy : 25 karazagne (especes) ty pondike a 
	  Madagasikara eto.

Q: Ia ty gidro managne feo raty sady miavake? 
A: Naho avy avaratse ahandrefa’i Madagasikara ao rehe le mete haharey 
feo manimba sofigne, I ze feo mampiavake ty Saniforidy zay! Naho agne 
ami’ty antignana’i Madagasikara ka rehe le mete haharey feo maragnitse 
manao ty hoe ke te “woo-woo” – Babakoto kagne zay!

Q:  Manao ty raty na magnafere ty ndaty vao ty aye aye? 
A:  Ty aye aye le hafa ami’ty gidro aby noho’ty fanagna’e orogne boda’e 
naho rambotagnagne lava bey. Ampiasae’e manokagne ami’ty fipaiava’e 
hanegne io fa tsy handrata’e ty ndaty zao. Ty aye aye le tena ilaegne 
vatae satria magnampe antika ndaty ami’ty fiarovagne ty famboleagne 
ami’ty alala’ty fihinana’e ty biby madineke (manahake o loloo, valalao…)!

Q:  Magninogne ye matevegne soa ty volon’ohy o makigneo? 
A:  Ty anto’e raike le noho’iareo afake mifampirehake (mifandrae) 
ami’ty ohi’e. Akasokaso’e ami’ty “glande” ami’ty tagna’e ty ohi’e le 
onjone’e manandrife ami’ty rahamba’e agne (lahi’e) mandritse ty “stink 
flirting” (fihetseke raike hisarihagne iareo vave’e hifily aze)”. Anto’e hafa 
hanagna’e o volon’ohi’e matevegneo ka le ty mba hitanagne hafanagne 
ami’ty andro asotry.
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Word Search
How many words can you find?

Lemur

Sifaka

Family

Endangered		

Scientist			 

Trees

Fruit				  

Banana

Primate			

Ringtail

Scent				  

Madagascar

Tourist				 

Indri

Habitat

Cuddle

Tsingy

Bamboo

Guides

School

Fipaiavan-drehake
 Fire ty rehake hita’o?

Gidro 

Sifake 

Longo

Atatahorangne ho

Siantifike

Hatae

Voankazo

Akondro 

Primate

Makigne

Fofogne

Madagasikara

Mpitilike tane

Babakoto

Toeragne

Tsingy

Volo

Mpitarike

Lakilasy
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NEW WORDS

Communicate – “talk” to each other with scents, 

sounds and body language

ecotourism – a way for foreigners to visit a country and 

help the environment and animals of that country

endangered – an animal that is at risk of going extinct

extinct – an animal that is extinct will be gone from 

earth forever

female dominant – this means that females are the 

boss of the males and they eat first and even 

win fights with the males

habitat – where an animal lives

Maturity – The process of growing up to be an adult

terrestrial – staying on the ground most of the time

thermoregulating – keeping a constant comfortable 

body temperature 

Species – types of lemurs that are unique are 

grouped into species

social – social lemurs enjoy being around other lemurs 

of the same kind to groom, huddle and play with. 

They don’t like to be alone.

Saontsy VAOVAO

Fifandraesagne – “fifampirehafagne” ami’ty sambe gidro ami’ty 
alala’ty fofona, feo naho fihetseke ara-batagne

Ekotorisma – fomba raike ahafaha’ty vazaha mitilike fireneagne 
raike no sady magnampe ty tontolo iaignagne naho ty biby a mo 
fireneagneo ao

Atahoragne ho lany tamingagne – biby raike atahoragne ho lany 
tamingagne

Lany tamingagne – atao ty hoe ke te ho lany tamingagne ty biby 
raike naho fa atahoragne tsy hisy aze sasa ty ambone tane etoy

Ty vave’e ro loha’e – midika zay fa ty vave’e ro loha’ty fianakaviagne 
le iareo ro mihinagne mialoha no sady mandresy mandritse ty alialy 
misy ami’ty lahi’e naho ty vave’e

Toeragne ipetrahagne – aia ty biby mipetrake

Matoe – ty fandeha’ty fitomboa’e mba hahavy aze ho matoe soa 

Tane – Mijanogne le mandany fotoagne maro ambone tane

Mandamigne ty hafana’ty vatagne – Mitagne ty hafanagne mete 
ami’ty vatagne

Karazagne – Gidro sokajiegne miavake ro miharo magnomey 
karazagne gidro

Ty fiaraha-monigne ara-tsosialy – ara-tsosialy, ty gidro le tea 
mijanogne magnodidigne ty nama’e mitovy karazagne ama’e ka 
hifamihigne, hiara-hihisa le hifampitselatsela (fihetseke midika 
fisasagne)
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